
 

 

 

 

 
 

CHILDREN & COLDS 
 

The average preschool child has at least six colds a year.  
 

Sometimes, especially in winter, it might seem that your child is sick for weeks at a time, barely 

getting over one cold before getting another one. 
 

Young children are particularly susceptible to colds because they haven’t had a chance to build up 

immunity to the many viruses that cause colds. As your child grows older, they will gradually build 

up immunity and get fewer colds. 
 

The COVID-19 restrictions over the past 18 months have also meant that children and adults 

alike have not been exposed to the normal 200 types of virus which can cause colds. 
 

Kinder staff are vigilant about contacting parents as soon as they notice a child is not themselves 

and is exhibiting a persistent cough and/or green runny nose.  We are very aware that cold viruses 

stay in the air and on surfaces longer in cold, dry environments and staff are cleaning and 

disinfecting through the program day. 
 

Whilst we understand parents are finding it frustrating that their child’s health is disrupting 

their program attendance, we ask for your patience and compliance in what is an extraordinarily 

difficult period. If your child is unwell, please keep them home and not share with kinder.  

 

Risk Mitigation Strategies as per Dept Education Policy & Procedures 
Stay home when unwell 

The most important action ECEC communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of 

COVID-19, is to ensure that any unwell staff and children remain at home and get tested, even 

with the mildest of symptoms. 
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Children and staff with underlying conditions (such as hay fever or asthma) 

If a child or staff member has persistent symptoms due to an underlying condition such as hay 

fever or asthma, parents/carers and staff should also consider getting a medical certificate from 

their treating general practitioner (GP) to confirm that it is safe for them to attend the service 

with persistent symptoms that may overlap with some of the symptoms of COVID-19 such as 

cough or runny nose. 

  

COVID LOCKDOWN 
The Victorian Government announced new restrictions introduced from 1pm on Saturday 21 August 

2021 to help slow the spread of COVID-19. All ECEC services across Victoria would close except to 

children whose parents/carers are Authorised Workers and for vulnerable children. 
 

The following information provides clarity about authorised workers and early childhood education 

and care (ECEC) services. 

  

Authorised workers and authorised work permits 
A child in a two parent/carer family or a one parent/carer family may access ECEC where one 

parent is an authorised worker (working on-site or from home) and there is no appropriate 

alternative care available. 
 

If there is another adult in the household, authorised workers can still access on-site childcare or 

kindergarten if the other adult is not able to supervise the child/ren (including due to work or 

personal circumstances such as illness or disability). 

 

It is the responsibility of the parent/carer and their employer to have a valid permit.  

It is the responsibility of the parent/carer to comply with the requirement that they have no 

appropriate alternative care available at home.  
 

The responsibility of the Kindergarten is to sight the permit to ensure the fields are filled in and 

signed, & that the days of work (at home or at the workplace) align with the requested ECEC days. 

 

Weekly Provision of On-Site Attendance Forms [& Permit if you are not a 

full-time worker] 
Both these forms must be emailed to the kinder 48 hours before you require your child to attend.  
 

Emails are not viewed after 3.30pm on working days or over the weekend, so please do not send 

attendance paperwork/requests after this time as we won’t see them until 8.30am the next 

working day and that is too late to organise staff.  
 

Presently, not all staff are working on-site and it is for this reason that we require adequate time 

to ensure we have appropriate staff : children ratios covered. 

 

Marisel Blefari, Director 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HAPPIEST OF AUGUST BIRTHDAY 

WISHES TO...   Brylie, Eliot, Amaya, Tucker, 

Audrey, Magnus, Jett, Lucca, Harvey & Ella 

       

https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=323ee748dfe7112f&e=3ae6a1b11d78902f


 

LETTERS OF ENROLMENT OFFER FOR 2022 

Letters went out to parents [new families by mail and existing families via their child/sibling’s 

locker] on 19th August. Letters placed in lockers have since been mailed out to families.  
 

Interviews delayed by COVID have in turn delayed offer letters, but these children are still on our 

intended enrolment list and will be interviewed at the earliest opportunity. 
 

If you have not have heard from us, this could be because we are still awaiting mandatory 

paperwork ie a birth certificate or current immunisation history statement. Several reminders 

have been sent to families seeking this paperwork and unfortunately we cannot confirm enrolment 

until we are in receipt of these.  

     ** We will not hold a child’s place beyond 4th October if parents have not at the very least,  

         contacted the Kinder office to discuss. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT T-SHIRTS 

Its only 93 sleeps until our kinder Christmas Concert !!!  

Like last year, the children will be proudly wearing their personally painted t-shirt 

in the concert. These t-shirts will also feature in the art display at kinder in the 

week prior to the concert. 

A parent has kindly offered to bulk purchase the plain white t-shirts [at a cost of 

$5 per t-shirt], to save parents running around individually. If you have not 

already put your child’s name on the bulk purchase sheet at the sign-in desk, please do so.  

If you would prefer to provide your own t-shirt, this is perfectly fine – just give it to your child’s 

teacher with your child’s name clearly marked on the inside collar.  

  

I’D REALLY LIKE SOME  

MORE CONTAINERS &  

LIDS FOR OUR BOX 

CONSTRUCTION 

If you are enrolling your [4yo] child in any local primary school for 

2022, they require your enrolment application form NOW so that 

they can plan classes and staffing. Any questions – contact your school 

ASAP. 



3YO GROUP – OLYMPICS DRESS-UP DAY   

The three year old group children have been so enthusiastic learning  

about the Olympics and participating in related physical activities.  
 

We have looked at where Tokyo is on the world map in relation to Australia.  
 

We discovered it is a long way from Yackandandah!  
 

We have looked at the Olympic rings symbol, the Australian 

Flag, the Aboriginal Flag and now the Japanese Flag.  
 

We have also discussed healthy lifestyle choices including exercise 

and healthy food.  
 

We had a lot of fun on the Olympics dress up day where many of 

the children dressed up in their favourite sports clothes or in 

green & gold.  
 

Some of the experiences on offer included a torch relay, bean 

bag throwing, egg and spoon race (weaving through posts), 

"keepy uppy" hitting a balloon up in the air with fly swatters, 

decorating Olympic-themed biscuits and gold medal decorating.  

 

 

  



LEIGH’S 4YO GROUP – PATTERNS   

We have been exploring patterns in our play and learning. We have read stories, sung 

songs and looked for patterns in the environment.  

“Recent research has found that young children's ability to spot mathematical 

patterns can predict later mathematical achievement, more than other abilities 

such as counting" (Rittle-Johnson et al, 2016). 

The children are becoming aware of different types of patterns, including repeated 

patterns, irregular patterns, radial patterns and symmetrical patterns - exploring 

this independently in their own play and learning.  

Messenger Bot can be a great resource to inspire and teach families to incorporate 

mathematic learning in their daily lives  

https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/programs/numeracy/lets-count/#Bot 
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